Comparative study of the autumn migration of Marsh Harriers (Circus
aeruginosus) at three sites of the central Mediterranean

Both during spring and autumn migration substantial numbers of Marsh Harriers (Circus aerugi-
nosus) cross the central Mediterranean (GlorRDANO 1991, AGosTINI & LoGozzo 2000, AGOSTINI
2001a, 2001b, Corso et al. 2001). In this area the greatest concentration occurs at the Straits of
Messina (between Sicily and continental Italy) during spring (max. 3074 individuals counted in
2000; Corso et al. 2001). In this study, observations were made on the autumn migration of this
species at three sites of the Central Mediterranean where notable concentrations of Accipitriformes
are recorded each season: the Circeo promontory (Corsl et al. 1999) and the islands of Malta (BEa-
MAN & GALEA 1974) and Marettimo (western Sicily, AGOSTINI et al. 2000). The aim was to investi-
gate the routes used by the Marsh Harrier in this area, by comparing the variations of the migratory
flow and the proportion of birds belonging to different age and sex classes recorded at each site, to
verify the tendency of this species to migrate on a broad front undertaking long crossings of water
using powered flight (KERLINGER 1989).

Study areas and methods

Observations were made from 15 to 29 September 2000, each day from 9.00 h CET until the dusk, aided with
telescope and binocular. The Circeo promontory is located in the southernmost point of the Pianura Pontina
reaching 541 m. a.s.l. (Fig.1). The observation post was located along its southern slope and was chosen to de-
tect the direction of birds leaving the promontory. Here no monitoring was made on 20 September because of



